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Summary
● ETC news 

○ some updated statistics 
○ core/community membership

○ core program

○ AI-for-ET

○ R&D Coordinator

● ETC and the GCR
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Some updated statistics – 1/3 

● Women represents 23% of ETC and hold 25% of responsibility roles
● Early Careers represents at least 35 % of ETC
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Number of ETC members 
over time since its 

foundation

Testifies the extraordinary 
appeal of ET within the 
scientific community

2193 members, 317 Institutions,  99 RU, 34 Countries (as of Nov. 1, 2026)
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core/community membership
● approved by the Collaboration Board in July, now effective

the first pledge period should have closed on Oct.  31, but deadline extended 1 week
(ET Member Database extensively modified)
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Some updated statistics – 2/3 
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as of Nov. 1, 2026 

“Other” includes ETO, 30 members, 3 cores

all members (2193)  pledged for Core members  (1017)
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updated statistics 2/3 – Spain 
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Note: not much point in putting
people at 0.15 FTE. Below 0.20 
they do not count as core members,
and count 0.00 for their RU



BGR Meeting, Rome, Oct. 21st, 2026

Core Program

A - The basic layout for the ET implementation. This effectively 
reflects the current understanding of the available technologies 
and methods to be adopted.

B - Short-term R&D. R&D activities that are expected to deliver 
concrete results and provide a quantitative impact on the 
implementation design, within a period of five years. Given the 
current baseline, what degree of flexibility is there to take 
advantage of potential developments that might arise from 
specific R&D activities?

C - Backup solutions. Should B fail, what alternative options are 
available. These need to be studied in depth from inception.

D - Medium and Long-term R&D motivated by the known intrinsic 
limitations described in B and C. Concrete results expected over a 
timeline of more than 5 years.
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● Almost finalized, intense work going on, review of the Core Program to be done soon
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AI-for-ET 

Mandate and coordinators (G. Inguglia and T. Andric) approved, June 2026
Activities have started, kick-off meeting took place on Sept. 4
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First activities organized 
in 4 task forces
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ETC R&D Coordinator
● mandate approved (July), coordinator nominated (Sept), G. Losurdo

the ETC R&D Coordinator is member of the ETC Executive Board

● the R&D Coordinator is forming a team and starting discussions with various 
stakesholders

○ ETO Directors
○ ETO Coordinators, for alignment with Agencies R&D coordination
○ discussions with main labs
○ vision document to be presented at Prague Annual Meeting

9



ET-Spain, Barcelona, 4-5 Nov. 2026

ETC R&D Coordinator - Key Tasks - 1/2
Task 1: Technology & R&D Mapping
● Objective: Develop prioritized lists of technologies and R&D activities for ET. Draw the first implementation of 

ET given the first available technologies and future upgrade stages to reach the ET design sensitivity
● Deliverables: List of technologies and associated R&Ds

○ Technologies for first implementation of ET highlighting enabling technologies.
○ Upgrade technologies with infrastructure impact.
○ Upgrade technologies without infrastructure impact.

● Sources: Pre-TDR reports, ISB divisions, ET Project Program Committee (PPC), R&D teams

Task 2: Facility Catalog

● Objective: Create a standardized catalog of R&D and integration facilities.
○ Document objectives, characteristics, limitations, accessibility, and ET compliance.
○ Include testing capabilities (e.g., cryogenic conditions) and access procedures.
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ETC R&D Coordinator - Key Tasks - 2/2

○

Task 4: Synergies with Advanced Virgo and Cosmic Explorer (CE)
● Objective: Optimize resource sharing and collaboration.
● Actions:

○ Identify dual-benefit technologies with Advanced Virgo (e.g. high laser power, squeezing, 
suspensions, etc.) and develop a joint action plan (validated by ETC and Virgo governance).

○ Identify common technologies for ET and CE and develop a joint action plan (validated by ETC and CE 
governance)
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Task 3: Coordination with Stakeholders
● Objective: Align R&D activities with ET’s roadmap.
● Actions:

○ Coordinate R&D to reach TRL 6+ on first implementation technologies before integration.
○ Track upgrade technologies with infrastructure impact to reach TRL 4+ before Infrastructure Technical 

Design finalization.



ET-Spain, Barcelona, 4-5 Nov. 2026

ETC and the GCR  - 1/4
the triangle-2L comparison has a long history in the Collaboration
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ETC and the GCR  - 2/4

13



ET-Spain, Barcelona, 4-5 Nov. 2026

ETC and the GCR  - 3/4
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The GCR report: key insights         (from the public ET website)

Full agreement with the previous studies of the Collaboration
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https://einsteintelescope.eu/news/over-200-contributors-deliver-einstein-telescope-geometry-comparison-report/
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Thank you!
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